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" Bubj: USS INDEPERDENCE (CVL 22) = Disposition of,

Ref: (a) CEC 1tr. Serial 0516PhllL of 16 Hovember 1349,
- () BUSHIPS ltr. c-881-3 (4 23-25~3L8) C~CVI22 of
' 28 september 1949.

1. In reference {a) it was requested that sdditional

. 4nformstion coneerning the condition of INDEPENDENCE be
furnished to facilitate the desision as %o the proper dig~
position of the ship. The intensity of the radiosstive
sontamination ssquired st Bikinl haa deaoreassd during the
intervening three years, s0 that many parta of the ship
now ars below the tolsrsnce lewvsl established for pesse~
time industrial operations. Other parts, however, remain
abovs this level, During the past yoar, IEDEPENDENGE has
been used as & test laberatery for radiviogionl decontemina-
tion studles, Large quantities of fresh fission produshk
miztures wors introdused on board during thess studies and
subsegquently were drained into empty tanks aboard ths siip
for stowage. wther contasinated materials that have been
used in conpection with the ressarch program of the Kaval
Radiological Defsnse Laboratory also have been put on
board INDEFEFDEECE.

2. In order to permit disposing of THDEPERDENCE a8
scrap, without subjectling the Navy to pesslblie medlce-lagal
1itigation, it would De necessary to remove end otherwise
Alsposs nf the conteminants tikat have been lntrodused during
the research studies, as well ms to survey the ship and
dscontasinate as nocessary o beling &ll parts bSelow tolers
arce levels. 7The enst of tiese operatloung undoubtedly would
srcecd the scrap vaiuse of the vessel, In view of this
factor, of the current plontifel suosply of gtpe ]l BCEIrWp

fpom other sources, snd uf bthe prospectlive banefits =f the
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proposed tests to the design ol ships and wempona, it is A
eonsidered that disposition of INDEFERNLEME by sinking ol

-,

inoldent to the undsrwatar explosion Vssts proposed in
refavense (b) wil) ssrve the best interests of the Navy,
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